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Dear friends, 
As I write this letter, the tulips and cherry blossoms are 
coming into bloom in my garden. 
Flowers, shrubs, hedgerows are re-awakening to life 
with colour and growth. 
Lambs are appearing in our fields and the birds are 
nesting. Signs of the wonders of God’s world are all 
around us. 
It has been a long hard winter for many of us with the 
restrictions of lockdown and separation from family and 
friends but let us remember there is always a light in our 
darkness. The light of our saviour Jesus continues to 
shine brightly, no matter what our individual 
circumstances are. His light and love are there for each 
and every one of us; all we need do is to receive him 
with gladness. 
Matthew 5: 14-16. You are the light of the world. A city 
built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under a basket but on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your father in heaven.  
So as the restrictions are being lifted and we take steps 
back to normality – remember the one who died and 
rose again, to travel each step of our journey with us, 
helping us to shine our light, bringing his love to those 
around us. 
May Jesus Christ who loves you, walk each step of your 
journey side by side with you, enfolding you in his arms, 
now and forever. 
God bless you, 
Mandy. 
  



Welcome Back to Church 
The Church re-opened after the lockdown on 
Wednesday April 14th for our weekly Quiet Service 
starting at 10am. Rev. Tim Woolley led this short 
service. It was good to share quiet worship again. 
The following Wednesday 21st April Mandy was the 
appointed leader, and she directed our thoughts 
towards “Saints” particularly St George, whose Saint’s 
day was celebrated on Friday 23rd of April.   
Sunday Worship resumed on the 18th of April, when 
Michael led the service at 10.45am. It was good to see 
so many people attending this opening service. The 
theme was the Emmaus Road. 
Rev. Dave was the appointed preacher on April 25 th 
and again it was good to see so many people in 
attendance. 
Future leaders of worship are listed elsewhere in this 
edition of the Beacon. 
 
If you would like to have an event, anniversary, birthday 
or a thank you etc. mentioned in the Beacon this can be 
placed in the named letter rack in the Church corridor 
see the Beacon editor. Note that the Minister, Senior 
Steward, Treasurer, Beacon Editor and Leaders of User 
Groups all now have a letter rack for their incoming mail. 
Please use it. Thank you! 
 
Linda and Keith Hallam celebrate their wedding 
anniversary on May 23rd, lets hope they can do so in 
style! Happy Anniversary! 
 
 

  
 



 
 

 

We are restarting our regular Saturday coffee mornings, 
with a special event in aid of “Mind”. The date is 
Saturday 26th June from 10am till 12noon. 
There will be a cake stall, raffle etc. A slice of cake for 
£1.00 per slice, and a cuppa and a biscuit for just £1.50. 
Pauline is looking for volunteers to make cakes and for 
donations for the raffle. 
All welcome, do come and support this worthy cause. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship 
  

 
May 2nd  10.45 am Local Arrangement 

 May 9th   10.45 am Michael Holt 
 May16th   10.45 am Rev Dave Haseldine    

May 23rd              10.45 am Gwen Coley   
May 30th  10.45 am Local Arrangement 
June 6th  10.45 am Michael Holt 
    

 “ 
 

Wednesday Prayer Service 

      
May 5th   10.00 am Rev Dave Haseldine 
May12th  10.00 am Pauline Ward 
May 19th   10.00 am Tricia Attenborough 
May 26th   10.00 am Michael Holt 

  

      Church Flower Rota 
    Provide    Deliver 
  
May 2nd  Ann & Martin Boulter        
May 9th  June Smith & Brenda Gould  June Smith  
May 16th  Margaret Williams    Joan Wood 
May 23rd  Sue Holt     Sue Holt 
May 30th  Jan Whitmore    Jan Whitmore 
June 6th  Linda Hallam     June Hall  

         
    
 

 

We invite you to bring your children to Sunday School at 10.45 a.m. where they 
will be welcomed by our Sunday School staff.  A crèche is also provided for 
children too young for Sunday School, where they will be lovingly looked after 
by the crèche ladies while their parents share our morning worship. 
Should you want anyone in need to be included in the prayers of intercession, 
you will find a “Prayer Tree” in the welcome area. Please fill in the Prayer Leaf 
including the date and place on Prayer Tree. The Leaf will stay on the tree for 2 
Sundays. If after the 2 Sundays, you still require a Leaf on the Prayer Tree 
please make out a new Leaf including date and replace on Prayer Tree or see 
any Church Steward. 
 



 
 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY OFFICERS 
Minister: Rev. Dave Haseldine, 01455 846335 

davidhaseldine@methodist.org.uk 
Church Stewards: 

Mrs. Pauline Ward (847965)   Mr. John Ward (847965)   
Mrs. Beryl Surman (842178) Mrs. June Smith (448871)   
 Daryl Howat (697729) Mrs. Gloria Cummings (698783) 

Beacon Editor: Michael Holt - 
mikeholt24@btinternet.com 

  

 THE WEDNESDAY MORNING PRAYER SERVICE 

Everyone is welcome for this half-hour midweek time of 
reflection, 

 Church News Page May 2021 

April -May Birthday Congratulations 
Belated birthday wishes to Keith Hallam who celebrated 
his, on the 12th of April. Hope you had a great day, Keith. 
Melanie Porter and John Ward both celebrate birthdays 
in May. Happy Birthday Mel and John from the Church 
Family. 
Condolences 
The Church Family offers their condolences to Martin, 
Ann and Ross Boulter and their family on the sad loss of 
Martin’s brother Peter. 
Clothes Bags Collection  
Thank you to all who dropped off bags of clothes. A sum 
of £52.50 was raised for Church Funds.  
Foodbank Vouchers 
Rev. Dave Haseldine can now issue Foodbank vouchers 
for eligible families. Please contact him on 01455 
846335 for more information. 



 
 
 
Thank you for the Gift Day Total – (So far!) 
 

On behalf of Barwell Methodist Church, I should like to 
send a big “Thank You” to all the members and friends 
who contributed so generously to our belated Gift Day 
on Easter Saturday. 
We raised the amazing amount of £3,135. Most of this 
money will be eligible for Gift Aid which increase the 
donations further. 
There may also be some of you who have yet to 
contribute and would like to.  
Be assured it is not too late, either in person or through 
your bank. 
Any queries, please contact me. 
Once again, thank you all. 
A marvellous effort. 
  

Linda J Hallam 
Church Treasurer 
01455 847204 
hallams@btinternet.com 

  
General Church Meeting -New Date! 
As you know due to covid restrictions we had to re-
arrange our General Church meeting. This will now take 
place following the Church service on Sunday 23rd May 
at 11.45am. The agenda and any paperwork will be sent 
out approx. two weeks prior to the event to everyone on 
our Church Family email list. If you are not able to use 
email, please speak to Pauline Ward our Senior Church 
Steward and she will arrange for paper copies to be 
forwarded to you. 



 

 
 
 
 



 Church Vacancies! 
We have several vacancies if you would like to help the 
Church and its Family in the next few months. 
Both the Church Council (which meets 2-3 times a year) 
and the Leadership Team need an additional member. If 
you are interested in either, please speak to Rev. Dave 
for more information. 
 
We are still hoping to get members and friends to let us 
have their memories from 1973 up to the present day so 
we can update the history of Methodism in Barwell. If 
you would like to become a researcher or submit a 
memory, please contact Mike Holt. 
 

Blokes Breakfast Club 
It is hoped to restart the BBC on Saturday June 5th at 
8.30am. The venue will hopefully be the George Ward 
Centre or possibly in the garden at Church. This informal 
men’s group meet to share good, humoured banter, also  
to put the world to rights and to enjoy a famous Crusty’s’ 
breakfast bap and a hot drink. The cost is just £4.50 per 
person.  To book your place and order your bap -egg & 
tomato, bacon, or sausage, text – 07902078120. 

 
John Cooke 
We send our best wishes to John Cooke, one of the 
Circuit’s longest serving Local Preachers. At the time of 
writing this he is currently still in hospital. We keep him 
and Judith and their family in our prayers currently. 
 
ZOOM Thanks 
A big thank you to David and Tricia Attenborough for 
hosting our Zoom services during lockdown. It was good 
to keep in touch when we could not meet in Church.  



 
 

Are events are back 
We recently held an Events Team meeting on Zoom, the 

first for 13months, and we are excited to tell you what 

we have planned. We are kick starting our regular 

Saturday coffee mornings with a charity event in aid 

of “Mind”, on Saturday 26th June from 10am until 12 

noon. We hope that some of you will help-out by 

providing us with some home-made cakes. We are 

hoping to hold a garden party/strawberry tea on the lawn 

in July and then a walking Treasure Hunt in August.  If 

you are interested in the treasure hunt then can you 

please let us know which Saturday in August would suit 

you best, either 7th, 14th or 21st, then we will pick the 

most popular one. In the first instance can you let John 

Hall know either in person, by telephone 847876, or 

email johnhall1042@gmail.com  Confirmation of the 

dates will be in future Beacons and I look forward to 

seeing you all at one of these events. Can I also say at 

this point that we would welcome anyone who feels that 

they have an interest in fundraising to come along to 

one of our meetings, please let me know and I will 

include you in my next invitation.  Pauline. 

 

Charity Coffee Morning in aid of “Mind” on Sat June 26th! 

mailto:johnhall1042@gmail.com


 
 

Prayers for May Beacon 
Compiled by Gloria Cummings 

“Pray for my soul. More things are wrought by 

prayer than this world dreams of”. 

Saturday 1 May. Thank you, God, that we’re able to 

meet in church again to share worship, praise, and 

prayer. It lifts our spirits so much. 

Sunday 2 May. We were unable to celebrate Easter in 

the usual way this year, nevertheless we have had the 

opportunity to consider and respond to the ultimate 

sacrifice made for us.   

Monday 3 May. Thank you for the countless people who 

have worked endlessly to help us as we struggled with 

restrictions and isolation to keep ourselves and others 

safe. We think of key workers, of NHS staff of all 

disciplines, of charity workers and volunteer groups, 

scientists, and researchers.  All have used their 

expertise for the greater good.   

Tuesday 4 May. Thank you, God, for those who have 

continued to demonstrate their Christian beliefs.   

Leaders at every level from various church 

denominations finding innovative ways to relate to 

people of all cultures. 

Wednesday 5 May. We remember the politicians trying 

to do their best in unprecedented circumstances. 

Thursday 6 May. Sadly COVID-19 and its effects are still 

around, and we need to continue looking for ways in 

which we can help each other to feel cared for and safe.   



Friday 7 May. We thank you that we’re able to worship 

you in relative comfort and safety. We pray for those in 

other countries who may be unable to do so.  

Saturday 8 May. We are sorry when we have failed you 

by what we have done or said. Please forgive us and 

strengthen us in our attempts to show your love.  

Sunday 9 May. We praise you for the faithful disciples 

who encourage, inspire, and guide us.  We pray that we 

can learn from their example and serve you well.  

Monday 10 May. We ask for your blessing on those in 

places where human suffering is still very real.  We think 

of the situation in Myanmar.  

Tuesday 11 May. Help us to love one another as you 

have loved us. Let us not forget that supporting others 

when they need help is an important part of practical 

Christianity. 

Wednesday 12 May. We ask for your help in recognising 

the value in community work and finding ways of making 

that happen in your name – a smile, a kind word or a 

visit can mean such a lot to the lonely, the sad and 

those in need.  

Thursday 13 May. Lord, grant us the humility to always 

seek your will in all we do and say.  

Friday 14 May. We remember all those who are doing 

their best in difficult circumstances.  Thank you for those 

who continue to support their neighbours; those doing 

all they can to keep people feel safe and secure.  

Saturday 15 May. We know we can show our Christian 

faith and values by connecting with those who do not 

share or understand our faith.  



Sunday 16 May. God, we call on you in the knowledge 

that you will be with us in whatever we try to do in your 

name. 

Monday 17 May. We pray for those who may be fearful 

or uncertain because of their personal circumstances 

and responsibilities. Help them in their need. 

Tuesday 18 May. God, you have promised to care for us 

and indeed all those who ask for your help, whether in 

good or difficult times.  Help us to trust in your 

everlasting love. 

Wednesday 19 May. We remember those who go 

hungry today; all those who are homeless and do not 

have a place to wash or sleep.  

Thursday 20 May.  We think of people who are grieving 

and can see no way of moving on.  We pray that they 

will soon find comfort. 

Friday 21 May. We thank you for the beauty of the 

natural world.  We know how important and beneficial it 

is to our sense of well-being. 

Saturday 22 May. Let us remember that sharing is 

caring and to act accordingly. 

Sunday 23 May. Whitsun. On this day when we 

celebrate the birth of your church, we pray that you will 

give us real joy and peace. 

Monday 24 May. Many Christians see Pentecost as an 

expansion of God’s favour and care from Judaism to all 

people.  We pray for the courage and confidence to 

demonstrate your love and compassion to all regardless 

of heritage or background.  

Tuesday 25 May. Neighbours are rich folk and poor, 

neighbours are black folk and white, neighbours are 



nearby and far away. Show us how to serve the 

neighbours we have from you. 

Wednesday 26 May. We pray for our families and 

friends who mean so much to us and enrich our lives.  

Thursday 27 May. We acknowledge the need to respond 

in love and service to the needs of those in our 

community as well as our own church family. 

Friday 28 May. We thank you for our minister and all 

those who care for us spiritually.  Equally important are 

those who use their time and talents in practical ways – 

in property and finance, in decorating the church 

beautifully with flowers and those who have worked hard 

to develop technology allowing us to worship and hold 

meetings while our buildings have been closed.   

Saturday 29 May. We pray for the success of “Leaps & 

Bounds” who seem to have settled in well. We trust they 

will flourish and develop. 

Sunday 30 May. Father, I place into your hands the 

things I cannot do.  Father I place into your hands the 

times that I’ve been through.  Father I place into your 

hands the way that I should go, for I know I always can 

trust you. 

Monday 31 May. We ask for your guidance as we 

consider “The Way Ahead” document for our circuit. We 

recognise the importance of thinking carefully about the 

future of our local churches.                                  Amen 

  



 

 

 

Comedy Corner 
History 
A man applying for a job is given an intelligence test by 
the company doctor. The Doctor says, ‘Captain Cook 
went on three expeditions and died on one of them. Was 
it the first, second or third?’ The man replies ‘Can I have 
another question? I was never very good at history!’ 
 
The Emperor Nero is watching some Christians being 
thrown to the lions. He turns to his wife and says ‘Do 
you know what I like most about this sport? No pitch 
invasions!’ 
Hotels 
A bell boy is whistling in the foyer of an exclusive hotel 
when the manager stops him. ‘Don’t you know that it is 
forbidden to whistle in the corridors of this 
establishment?’ he says. ‘I wasn’t whistling’ replies the 
bell boy. ‘I was paging a dog’. 
 
A guest at a country inn is appalled by the state of his 
bedroom. ‘this bed is a disgrace’ he complains to the 
owner. ‘but it’s historic’ says the owner. ‘Dick Turpin slept 
in that bed’. ‘Yes’, replies the guest. ‘And judging by the 
state of the mattress, his horse slept with him’. 
 
A man books into a sleazy hotel, the desk clerk tells him that it’s 
£20 per night, or £15 if he makes his own bed. ‘I can do that’ 
says the man. ‘Give me the £15 room’. ‘Here’s the key’, replies 
the clerk. ‘Pick up your timber, hammer and nails at the top of 
the stairs!’ 
Courtesy of Stephen Arnott and Mike Haskins. 



Monthly Quick Quiz   MAY 2021.     NAME: 

This month we will continue with the letter A The 
number in brackets is the number of letters in the 
answer. 

1. Payment for going forward?   (7)  

2. A favourable position in tennis?   (9)   

3. Don’t take this long to do the quiz!  (4)   

4. To offend or insult.     (7)   

5. Gives jet engines an extra boost.  (11)   

6. Shake and disturb or stir up public opinion. (7)  

7. N+O+Ar+CO2.      (3)   

8. Have you found this niche?   (6)  

9. Meercats are always this.    (5)  

10. Symbolic maths?     (7)  

 

Email replies to johnhall1042@gmail.com. 
  APRIL 2021 -ANSWERS 

1. ABANDON, 2. ABOVE. 3.ABSOLVED,4. ACCEDE, 5. 
ACCEPT. 

6. ACQUIESCE, 7. ACETIC, 8. ACTION / ACTIVE. 
9.ACUTE, 10. ADHESION / ADHESIVE. 
 

mailto:johnhall1042@gmail.com


 

 
Bright and Beautiful 
First the snowdrop living up to it’s name, 
Fighting the cold as if to claim, 
The first sight of hope on a cold winters day. 
Then here and playing hide and seek, 
The many hued crocus begins to peek 
‘neath green budded shrubs as if to say, 
I think I’ll come out- it’s such a nice day. 
Then golden tipped buds of daffodill,  
Swaying and bowing as if to thrill, 
With golden bells all ready to bring, 
Brightness and beauty for the coming spring. 
Cold winter days have now passed away, 
The cuckoo song- young lambs at play, 
Balmier air and bright spring flowers, 
Kissed by the sun and April showers. 
He made the earth and gave all things that grow, 
He gave us all this because he loves us so, 
Give praise to our Lord, for the beauty we see, 
And all of his goodness to you and to me! 
Poem by Joe Bartley. 
 
The Fish soup on the menu sounded really great 
Bringing gentle thoughts of rods and line and bait 
But as my choice it proved totally unwise 
For looking up into my face were a pair of fish’s eyes. 
Poem by Malcolm Lapper 
 

 

 



 

 
 



J. Dawes & Son Ltd 
Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

  

KING STREET - BARWELL - LEICESTER - LE9 8GQ 
  

Tel/Fax (01455) 842153 - Mobile 07774 605255 - 07769 943834   
 

Established 1896 

Full Central Heating Systems 
  

Boiler changes 
Boiler and Fire Servicing 

 

Landlord’s Safety Certificate 
 

Shower & Bathroom Showroom 
  

Supply & Fit -Bathrooms – Fitted Furniture 
 

Supply & Fit - Showers, All Wall & Floor Tiling 
 

Supply & Fit -Electrics, Lighting etc 
 

Full Range of Kudos Trays & 
Enclosures 

On Display in our Showroom 
No obligation quotes 

One Company for All Your 
Requirements 


